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[As revised by the Judicial Conference of the United States, Scptember 20, 1989)

The Judicial Conference of the United States prescribes these rules under the authority of
section 372(c)11) of title 28, United States Code, with respect to the processing of petitions for
review submitted to the Conference under 28 U.S.C. § 372(¢)(10), secking review of circuit council
actions taken under 28 U.S.C. § 372(c)(6) upon complaints of judicial conduct or disability:

1. Petition for review may be made by the filing of a written submission to the Judicial
Conference addressed as follows:

Leonidas Ralph Mecham
Secretary, Judicial Conference
of the Uitod States
Administrative Office of the
United States Courts
Washington, D.C. 20544
Attention: Office of the General Counsel

2. No form is prescribed for the filing of a petition for review,

3. Such petition shall consist of 8 written submission in typewriting on plain paper of 8-1/2
by 11 inch dimensions.

4. No formal limitation is iniposed wpon the length of the petition, but it is suggested that
such petition should not normally exceed 20 pages in addition to the attachments required by Rule
sl

5. The petition ahall contain a short and plain staternent of the basic facts underlying the
complaint, the history of its consideration before the sppropriste circuit judicial council, and the
premises upon which the petitioner asserts entitlement to relief from the action taken by the council.

6. No absolute time limitation exists upon the filing of a petition for review. Nevertheless
the petition should be submitted seasonably following final action by the circuit judicial council and
issuance of its implemnenting order under 28 U.S.C. § 372(c)X15).

7. Five copies of the petition for review shall be submitted, at least one of which shall bear
the original ink signature of the petitioner or his or her attorney. If the petitioner submits a signed
declaration of inability to pay the expense of duplicating the petition, the Administrative Office shall
then acoept the original petition alone and shall undsrtake necessary reproduction of copies at its
expense.
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8. The petition for review shall have attached thereto a copy of each of the following
documents:

- the order of the circuit judicial council issued under 28 U.S.C. § 372(c)(15), of which
review is sought;

- the oﬁgl_'ml complaint of judicial misconduct or disability that commenced the
proceedmg;

- any other documents or correspondence arising in the course of the proceeding before
the judicial council or its special commitiee which the petitioner decms essential or
useflil to the prompt disposition of the review petition.

9. Upon receipt of a petition for roview that appears on its fice to be coberent, in compliance
with these rules, and eppropriate for present disposition, the Administrative Office shall promptly
acknowledge receipt of the petition and advise the chairman of the Judicial Conference Comnittee
to Review Circuit Council Condnet and Disability Orders, a committee appointed by the Chicf Justice
of tho United States as authorized by 28 U.8.C. § 331.

10. Unless otherwise directed by the Executive Committee of the Judicial Conference, the
Conamittes to Review Circuit Council Conduct and Disability Orders shall assume the consideration
and disposition of all petitions for review, in conformity with the Judicial Conference statement of
the Comxmittee’s jurisdiction.

11. The Administrative Office shall then distribute the petition and its attachment to the
members of the Commmittee to Review Cirenit Council Conduct and Disability Ordexs for their
dcbiberstion. The petition shall receive an cight-digit identifying mumber of which the initial two digits
shall refer to the year of filing, the next three digits shall be “372,” and the final three shall identify
each individual petition. Unless otharwise directed by the chairman, the Administrative Office shall
contact the circuit exacutive or clerk of the United States court of appeals for the appropriate cirenit
to obtain the record of circuit council consideration of the complaint for distribution to the
Commtittee.

12. Inrecognition of the review nature of petition proceedings under 28 U.S.C. § 372(¢)(10),
no additional investigation shall ordinarily be undertaken by the Judicial Conference or the
Committee. If such investigation is deemed nécessary, the Conference or Conmitice may remand
the matter to the circuit judicial council that considered the complaint, or mway undertake any
investigation found to be required, If such imvestigation is undertaken by the Conference or
Comrnittee, (x) adequate prior notice shall be given in writing to the judge or magistrate whose
conduct is the subject of the complaint, (b) such judge or magistrate shall be afforded an opportunity
to appear &t any investigative proceedings which nright be conducted and to present argnment orally
ot in writing, &nd (c) the complainant shall be afforded an opportunity to appear at any proceedings
conducted if it is considered that the complainmmt could offer substantial new and relevant
information.

13. Except where additional investigation is undertaken as provided in Rule 12, there shall
be no arguments or personal appearances before the Committes. Unless the patition for review is
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amengble to disposition on the face thereof, the Committee may determine to receive written
argument from the petitioner and from the other party to the complaint proceeding (the complainant
or judge/magistrate complained against).

14, The decision on the petition shall be made by written order as provided by 28 U.S.C.
§ 372(c)(15). Such order zhall be forwarded by the Committee chairman to the Administrative
Office, which shall distribute it as directed by the chairman In accordance with section 372(c)(15),
orders of the Comuittee shall be maintained as public documents by the Administrative Office and
by the clerk of the United States court of appeals for the circuit in which the complaint arose,

15. In conformity with 28 U.S.C. § 372(c)(10), all orders and determinations of the Judicial

Conference or of the Committee on its behalf, mchuding denials of petitions for review, shall be final
&nd conchusive and shall not be judicially reviewable on appeal or otherwise.

59

4 Judicial Conference Rules for Processing Petitions for Review of Circuit Councils’ Misconduct Orders



